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THE FRAMEWORK

Nail the Runway 2026 was an unforgettable celebration of creativity, craftsmanship,
and community impact. This year’s event brought together 14 incredible, one-of-a-

kind designs that transformed everyday building materials into stunning runway
fashion. Each piece told a story, showcasing not only artistic vision, but also the

heart behind Habitat’s mission.
With over 200 tickets sold, the energy in the room was electric. Supporters, sponsors,

and community members filled the space, coming together to celebrate the
powerful connection between design and affordable housing. Every ticket

purchased and every moment shared helped further the mission of Brookings Area
Habitat for Humanity—building homes, communities, and hope.

Looking ahead, excitement is already building for next year’s event! Nail the Runway
2027 is set for April 17 at the Dacotah Bank Center, and the design element has

been announced: wallpaper! This versatile and imaginative material opens the door
for endless creativity—bold prints, textures, patterns, and unexpected

transformations are all waiting to take the stage.



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

ReStore Helpers – Help organize, clean,

and move donations in our ReStore

warehouse.

Meal Providers – Volunteer

to bring lunch to our

hardworking construction

crew.

Construction Crew - Help us build affordable

homes or complete essential repairs for existing

homeowners. No experience required — just a

willingness to learn and make a difference.

If your interested in volunteering contact us!

Call: 605-697-2540

Or

Visit Our Website: brookingshabitat.org

A heartfelt thank-you to Home Team

605 Powered by Krogman & Co., our

Diamond Sponsor for Nail the Runway

2026. Your continued support shines

bright!

To learn more or become a sponsor,

contact us at

 📞 605-697-2540 | ✉️

info@brookingshabitat.org

Lend a Hand, Build a Home

Calling All Designers!
 Now is the perfect time to start dreaming,
sketching, and planning your next show-

stopping creation. Whether you’re a
seasoned designer or new to the runway,

Nail the Runway is your opportunity to push
boundaries, showcase your talent, and be
part of something truly meaningful. This is
more than a fashion show, it’s a chance to

make an impact, gain exposure, and
collaborate within a vibrant, supportive

community.

Mark your calendars for April 17, 2027, and
start envisioning your design using next

year’s featured element: wallpaper. From
bold patterns to subtle textures, the

possibilities are endless.

Join us in 2027 as we continue to turn
building materials into breathtaking designs

—and inspiration into action.



HABITAT HAPPENINGS 

Aspon Home dedication & closing

3rd Sunday Breakfast -VFW

Executive Director, Jess Vrchota, graduates
 from Leadership Brookings 2026

BAHFH receives grant from FB&T and FHLD Des Moines

Spring is in full bloom at Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity, and with it comes a season full of meaningful impact
and exciting milestones. On January 18, we were proud to partner with the VFW to host the 3rd Sunday Breakfast,

bringing the community together in support of our mission.

In March, we celebrated two major highlights. On March 4, Habitat was awarded a $17,500 grant through our
partnership with First Bank and Trust and FHLB Des Moines—an investment that helps us continue building safe,
affordable housing in our community. Just a few days later, on March 9, we had the honor of closing on and

dedicating the Aspon family’s new home. It was a joyful moment as we celebrated alongside them on their journey
to homeownership.

Rounding out an already exciting season, our Executive Director, Jess Vrchota, graduated from Leadership Brookings
2026 on April 2. We are proud to have her leadership guiding our mission forward—congratulations, Jess!

And of course, none of this work would be possible without our incredible Foundation Crew. Week after week, these
dedicated volunteers generously give their time, talent, and heart to our build sites. Your consistency, kindness, and
craftsmanship inspire us all. Thank you for showing what it truly means to build more than houses—you are building

hope.



Make a Difference Today
Every donation — whether time, talent, or treasure — builds a stronger Brookings.

Give online at brookingshabitat.org, scan the QR code, or mail your gift to:

 Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity

 P.O. Box 412, Brookings, SD 57006

You can also support the Habitat mission by donation to the Habitat ReStore! Donate gently used furniture,

appliances, home décor, tools, and building materials to give your items a second life while helping local

families build strength and stability through affordable housing. 

Give the ReStore a call to schedule your free donation pick-up today or swing out to the store Tuesday-

Saturday to dop off your items. (605) 697-5900

Your generosity helps us continue building safe, affordable homes and brighter futures for local families.

 

Together, we build homes, communities, and hope.

FEBRUARY-APRIL 2026 DONORS

THANK YOU!! 

Please forgive us if your name is misspelled or  not included above, you are genuinely appreciated, and we’d love to correct this mistake if you could contact
our office at (605) 697-2540. 

Pat Anderson
Larissa Bennis

Marlys Berklund
David and Pat Billman

Eleda Brotsky
Capital Services
Andrea Carlile

Mary Caspers-graper
City of Brookings
Virginia Conger

Courtesy Plumbing
Kathleen Danker

East River Electric Power
Cooperative, Inc
Dara Eschbach

First Bank and Trust
Fishback Financial Corp
Foresight Land Surveyors

Byron Garry
Colleen Vukovich

Merrit Warren
John and Peggy Whalen

Bette Gerberding
David and Deborah Gilbertson

Virginia Groepper
Mary Alice Haug

Nelda and Arthur Holden
Joanie Holm

Richard Howard
Interlakes Area United Way
Larry and Marcia Janssen

Marvis Jenner
Joan Hogan

Todd and Patty Jorgenson
Robert and Jean Jostad

Mildred Juel
Elaine Kohl

Frank Kurtenbach
Kwik Trip

Robert Lacher
Larson Manufacturing Company

Kevin Lipinski

Pat Little
Donate for Dough LLC

Sally Maca
Rachel Mark
John Melius

Dianne Nagy
Jacqueline Nelson

Rachel Nelson
Brad Ness

Lawrence Novotny
PayPal Giving Fund

Pioneer Lutheran Church - White
Heather Solberg
Darla Strande

Charlotte Syrstad
Alison Tappan

Ronald and Janice Tesch
The Blackbaud Giving Fund

Keith & Julie Underwood
George M. Ust

Cathy VanderWal-Rounds
VFW Auxiliary Post 2118

Floyd Wiesner


	THE FRAMEWORK
	Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity Newsletter
	Nail the Runway 2026 Where Creativity Built Community
	Nail the Runway 2026 was an unforgettable celebration of creativity, craftsmanship, and community impact. This year’s event brought together 14 incredible, one-of-a-kind designs that transformed everyday building materials into stunning runway fashion. Each piece told a story, showcasing not only artistic vision, but also the heart behind Habitat’s mission. With over 200 tickets sold, the energy in the room was electric. Supporters, sponsors, and community members filled the space, coming together to celebrate the powerful connection between design and affordable housing. Every ticket purchased and every moment shared helped further the mission of Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity—building homes, communities, and hope. Looking ahead, excitement is already building for next year’s event! Nail the Runway 2027 is set for April 17 at the Dacotah Bank Center, and the design element has been announced: wallpaper! This versatile and imaginative material opens the door for endless creativity—bold prints, textures, patterns, and unexpected transformations are all waiting to take the stage.
	Calling All Designers!  Now is the perfect time to start dreaming, sketching, and planning your next show-stopping creation. Whether you’re a seasoned designer or new to the runway, Nail the Runway is your opportunity to push boundaries, showcase your talent, and be part of something truly meaningful. This is more than a fashion show, it’s a chance to make an impact, gain exposure, and collaborate within a vibrant, supportive community.
	Mark your calendars for April 17, 2027, and start envisioning your design using next year’s featured element: wallpaper. From bold patterns to subtle textures, the possibilities are endless.
	Join us in 2027 as we continue to turn building materials into breathtaking designs—and inspiration into action.

	A heartfelt thank-you to Home Team 605 Powered by Krogman & Co., our Diamond Sponsor for Nail the Runway 2026. Your continued support shines bright! To learn more or become a sponsor, contact us at  📞 605-697-2540 | ✉️ info@brookingshabitat.org


	VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
	Lend a Hand, Build a Home
	If your interested in volunteering contact us!
	Call: 605-697-2540 Or Visit Our Website: brookingshabitat.org


	HABITAT HAPPENINGS
	Aspon Home dedication & closing
	3rd Sunday Breakfast -VFW
	BAHFH receives grant from FB&T and FHLD Des Moines
	Spring is in full bloom at Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity, and with it comes a season full of meaningful impact and exciting milestones. On January 18, we were proud to partner with the VFW to host the 3rd Sunday Breakfast, bringing the community together in support of our mission.
	In March, we celebrated two major highlights. On March 4, Habitat was awarded a $17,500 grant through our partnership with First Bank and Trust and FHLB Des Moines—an investment that helps us continue building safe, affordable housing in our community. Just a few days later, on March 9, we had the honor of closing on and dedicating the Aspon family’s new home. It was a joyful moment as we celebrated alongside them on their journey to homeownership.
	Rounding out an already exciting season, our Executive Director, Jess Vrchota, graduated from Leadership Brookings 2026 on April 2. We are proud to have her leadership guiding our mission forward—congratulations, Jess!
	And of course, none of this work would be possible without our incredible Foundation Crew. Week after week, these dedicated volunteers generously give their time, talent, and heart to our build sites. Your consistency, kindness, and craftsmanship inspire us all. Thank you for showing what it truly means to build more than houses—you are building hope.


	FEBRUARY-APRIL 2026 DONORS THANK YOU!!
	Pat Little Donate for Dough LLC Sally Maca Rachel Mark John Melius Dianne Nagy Jacqueline Nelson Rachel Nelson Brad Ness Lawrence Novotny PayPal Giving Fund Pioneer Lutheran Church - White Heather Solberg Darla Strande Charlotte Syrstad Alison Tappan Ronald and Janice Tesch The Blackbaud Giving Fund Keith & Julie Underwood George M. Ust Cathy VanderWal-Rounds VFW Auxiliary Post 2118 Floyd Wiesner
	Pat Anderson Larissa Bennis Marlys Berklund David and Pat Billman Eleda Brotsky Capital Services Andrea Carlile Mary Caspers-graper City of Brookings Virginia Conger Courtesy Plumbing Kathleen Danker East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc Dara Eschbach First Bank and Trust Fishback Financial Corp Foresight Land Surveyors Byron Garry Colleen Vukovich Merrit Warren John and Peggy Whalen
	Bette Gerberding David and Deborah Gilbertson Virginia Groepper Mary Alice Haug Nelda and Arthur Holden Joanie Holm Richard Howard Interlakes Area United Way Larry and Marcia Janssen Marvis Jenner Joan Hogan Todd and Patty Jorgenson Robert and Jean Jostad Mildred Juel Elaine Kohl Frank Kurtenbach Kwik Trip Robert Lacher Larson Manufacturing Company Kevin Lipinski
	Make a Difference Today Every donation — whether time, talent, or treasure — builds a stronger Brookings. Give online at brookingshabitat.org, scan the QR code, or mail your gift to:
	Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity  P.O. Box 412, Brookings, SD 57006
	You can also support the Habitat mission by donation to the Habitat ReStore! Donate gently used furniture, appliances, home décor, tools, and building materials to give your items a second life while helping local families build strength and stability through affordable housing.
	Give the ReStore a call to schedule your free donation pick-up today or swing out to the store Tuesday-Saturday to dop off your items. (605) 697-5900 Your generosity helps us continue building safe, affordable homes and brighter futures for local families.
	Together, we build homes, communities, and hope.



